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OR THOSE FEW members to whom the name of Janet M. Geister brings no special recognition, it might be well to briefly note that for the great majority of AAIN members "Jan" will long be remembered as a true friend of all nurses and a special friend of our Association. After a halfcentury of dedication to a profession she entered in 1910 as a young graduate nurse, Janet M. Geister, R.N., died at the age of 79, on December 8, 1964, in Chicago, illinois. In an article written not too long before her death she stated, "It has been a halfcentury of adventure and abiding satisfaction, during which I've seen life made safe and more enjoyable for my fellow-man." In 1965, the AAIN Board of Directors voted to establish a Janet Geister Memorial Library at Headquarters office. Having been privileged to observe the Library emerge from its "hodge-podge" beginning to the nucleus of a well-established small specialty library has been a rewarding experience. We are fortunate that some of Miss Geister's works will be made available to our Library. In all, she wrote more than 300 published articles. It seems especially fitting that her last published article should be on "Trends of Nursing as They Affect Library Services.?" in which she saw the interdependency of nurses and librarians.
In considering the mechanics of setting up the Library it was decided, early in the planning stage, that professional assistance would aid in developing it as a helpful tool for the use of both the Headquarters Staff and AAIN membership. As a start to getting organized the Special Libraries Association was contacted. One of their members, Mrs. Gertrude Lorber, was most helpful in furnishing general guidelines. In the early formative period we were particularly fortunate in being able to obtain the services of Mrs. Erna Russo, B .L.S., Ph.D., as our part-time librarian. Her long experience as head of the catalog department of the New York Academy of Medicine Library and her broad educational background have contributed greatly to the emergence of the Library as a meaningful source of reference.
With the Headquarters Staff aiding in the interpretation of occupational health philosophy, the accumulated material was arranged and classified to make it readily available through a card catalog. The catalog file consists of both an author/title card file and a subject card file (arranged alphabetically by subjects). Shelf material was also classified using the classification of the National Library of Medicine with appropriate changes and amplifications particularly for the occupational health nursing field . The subject headings used were mainly those in the "International Nursing Index." A third file ·cons ists of "shelf-list" cards arranged by classes identical with the arrangement of books on the shelf. Another source of pertinent information is the vertical file set up with appropriate headings for uncatalogued material. A Library manual is in the process of being compiled. At the present time there are 404 bound volumes, 364 pamphlets and 47 periodicals catalogued.
The specific contents of the Library will be controlled by many factors such as space, cost and value in answering needs of those who will use the Library. Any library, whether it be located in a school for nursing, a university, or a headquarters office should have knowledge of reference material that may answer the need of the nurse in search of specific information. At present, the organization which publishes most of the material in the field of occupational health and occupational health nursing is the federal government (the Public Health Service and its various divisions, the National Institute of Health and its branches and services) as well as the bureaus of occupational health of the state and local governments. Aside from articles written for our own AAIN Journal, it might well be the duty of our whole Association, including national, to promote the writing of occupational health nursing material in its various aspects to ensure a continuous representation of the specialty and its growth and progress.
Our AAIN J ournals have been bound by year and we have copies dating back to 1943. Margaret Sinnott, editor of the Journal, has indexed all articles according to subject from 1953 to the present. This 8 file has proved most helpful in locating material on various topics and has enabled the staff to supply information requested by members who are writing papers or giving talks.
One of the most interesting sidelines was examining historical material prior to organizing it for the Library. It was a revelation to note the tremendous contributions made by some of the pioneer nurses to occupational health. Our only regret is that more of this material has not been preserved. As our specialty is relatively new, we are making a plea at this time to our active and retired members to forward any material that would be of value for our Archives. In an article published in Nursing Outlook,3 the following statement was made: "We suspect that not all of the source materials of historic value have been identified. They are in the attics and other storage places in the homes of alumnae association members, and persons who have known distinguished nursing leaders or who, themselves, were there when the groundwork of some movement and society was laid." May we ask our own membership, active or retired, to please look into their attics, cellars, garages or any other favorite "fi h d" spot where they bury treasures. Your re azar could be a valuable asset to our Library. Even if you have doubts about the material you have accumulated, send it along. The librarian will decide what rightfully belongs in the Archives.
There have been very few textbooks on occupational health nursing published and we believe we Erna Russo have a copy of each. Some of our members and friends from allied groups have been most helpful in giving assistance either through cash donations or supplying us with current books. May we express our thanks and also ask that they continue this needed support. Most of the current books reviewed in the Journal are now part of the Library. A system is now being established whereby on a limited basis, library material can be loaned to membership.
Although this article is about our own Janet Geister Library, as a long-time library aficionado, it may not be remiss to put in a plug for the "wonderful world" of libraries in general. In a recent leaflet from the New York Public Library, mention is made of the current periodicals and the availability of back issues; special materials relating to civil service positions and examinations; recordings; library for the blind (music in Braille and talking books) and a film center library offering information about sixteen millimeter films and guides in the selection of films for program use. The Francis A. Countway Library of Medicine, Boston, has recently been designated as the country's first regional medical library by the National Library of Medicine. As such it will provide nursing and medical schools in New England with a wealth of health literature. This is the first of a number of other regional health science libraries, planned for various sections of the country in the near future.
Today's world is a busy one and many feel that they do not have time to read. But this is a false American Association of Industrial Nurses Journal, June, 1968 premise for actually reading with a purpose and in a selective manner is a "timesaver."
We too often forget that unless we read we must learn by experience, from the ground up. Books are a priceless shortcut, the accumulated experience of the human race. And, unlike day-to-day experience, books are not here today and gone tomorrow. They are not lost or distorted by the passage of time or the frailty of memory. They persist, the long record of mankind, open to anyone who reads.'
It is our fondest hope that each and every AAIN member will become actively involved in the Janet Geister Memorial Library.
